Committee called on the Chairman to testify alone, without his boss, the Secretary of Defense. After being sworn in, the Chairman began his testimony. He acknowledged immediately that the relationship between the Secretary of Defense and himself was strained and that he had tried hard to work privately with the Secretary on the multitude of issues in which they disagreed. The Chairman was adamant that it was his duty to carry out his responsibilities as specified in the Goldwater-Nichols Act and that he had no intention of resigning or asking to retire. He mentioned that it was his job to represent the armed forces, and if conflict with his civilian boss ensued, then it would be his decision to retain or fire him. Endnotes
